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Glossary of Terms Related to Ethics
Code of Ethics. Defines the core values of the field
and provides guidance for what professionals
should do when they encounter conflicting obligations or responsibilities in their work.
Values. Qualities or principles that individuals believe
to be desirable or worthwhile and that they prize
for themselves, for others, and for the world in
which they live.
Core Values. Commitments held by a profession that
are consciously and knowingly embraced by its
practitioners because they make a contribution to
society. There is a difference between personal
values and the core values of a profession.
Morality. Peoples’ views of what is good, right, and
proper; their beliefs about their obligations; and
their ideas about how they should behave.
Ethics. The study of right and wrong, or duty and
obligation, that involves critical reflection on
morality and the ability to make choices between
values and the examination of the moral dimensions
of relationships.
Professional Ethics. The moral commitments of a
profession that involve moral reflection that
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extends and enhances the personal morality
practitioners bring to their work, that concern
actions of right and wrong in the workplace, and
that help individuals resolve moral dilemmas they
encounter in their work.
Ethical Responsibilities. Behaviors that one must or
must not engage in. Ethical responsibilities are
clear-cut and are spelled out in the Code of Ethical
Conduct (for example, early childhood educators
should never share confidential information about a
child or family with a person who has no legitimate
need for knowing).
Ethical Dilemma. A moral conflict that involves
determining appropriate conduct when an individual faces conflicting professional values and
responsibilities.
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manner, based on currently available data. However,
further research or developments may change the current
state of knowledge. Neither NAEYC nor its officers,
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for any loss, damage, or claim with respect to any liabilities, including direct, special, indirect, or consequential
damages incurred in connection with the Code or reliance
on the information presented.
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